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Report on World AIDS Day 2023: ‘Let Communities Lead’

On December 1, 2023, the Department of Zoology organized a series of meaningful events to
commemorate World AIDS Day under the global theme ‘Let Communities Lead.” This

year’s theme emphasizes the crucial role of communities in leading the fight against
HIV/AIDS by fostering awareness, addressing stigma, and supporting those affected. The
program featured a signature campaign and a guest lecture, both designed to engage and

educate students on the importance of collective efforts in combating the disease.

Inaugural Session

The events commenced with an inaugural ceremony graced by the presence of Dr. P. R.

Wadnerkar, Principal of the Rajarshee Shahu Science College, Chandur Rly .
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In his inaugural address, Dr. Wadnerkar underlined the significance of World AIDS Day as
an opportunity to reflect on the progress made in the fight against HIV/AIDS and the
challenges that remain. He emphasized the power of community-led initiatives in creating
awareness and promoting inclusivity. His words inspired the attendees to take an active role

in building a compassionate and informed society.

Signature Campaign

The signature campaign was the first activity of the day, garnering enthusiastic participation
from students, faculty, and staff. Participants pledged their commitment to spreading
awareness, combating misinformation, and supporting individuals living with HIV/AIDS.
The campaign was a symbolic yet impactful way to demonstrate solidarity and unity in the
fight against the epidemic. The collective response reflected the shared responsibility of

everyone in addressing this global health challenge.
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Guest Lecture

The highlight of the day was a guest lecture delivered by Mr. Belsare, a seasoned counselor :
from Rural Hospital, Chandur Rly. With his extensive experience and empathetic approach,

Mr. Belsare provided a comprehensive overview of HIV/AIDS, covering key topics such as:

¢ Understanding HIV/AIDS: An explanation of the virus, its transmission, and its
impact on the immune system.
« Prevention and Early Detection: Insights into preventive measures, the importance

of safe practices, and the role of early detection in managing the disease.



3. Building Empathy: The discussions fostered a sense of empathy and understanding
among the participants, highlighting the importance of combating stigma and

discrimination.
Conclusion

The World AIDS Day 2023 program organized by the Department of Zoology was a
resounding success, thanks to the dedicated efforts of the faculty, the enthusiastic
participation of students, and the invaluable contributions of the resource person, Mr.
Belsare. The event not only honored the global theme of ‘Let Communities Lead’ but also
" set an example of how academic institutions can contribute to the larger fight against

HIV/AIDS.

By empowering students with knowledge and encouraging community-driven action, the
program reinforced the belief that collective efforts can pave the way toward a healthier,

more inclusive, and stigma-free society.
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